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Editorial Reviews

From Library Journal

Customs and beliefs of the Australian Aborigines have long fascinated social scientists. Placing little value on material possessions or the concept of linear time, the Aborigines possess a complex social,
religious, and ceremonial system focused on preserving and maintaining their ancestral lands. In the tradition of armchair anthropologists, Lawlor attempts to enter the Aboriginal mind, taking as sources
early ethnological accounts, conversations with Aborigines reviving ancestral beliefs, and insights from his study of ancient religions. He believes the Aborigines possess an archaic consciousness vital to the
survival of the planet, a view of human life held by ancient hunter-gatherer societies but lost with the emergence of advanced technology. Avoiding anthropological jargon, Lawlor presents a survey of
Aboriginal belief and way of life, enhanced by illustrations of Aboriginal art and early photographs of Aboriginal ceremonies. Bibliographic sources, though not seen, appear to be extensive. Recommended
for large collections.
- Lucille Boone, San Jose P.L., Cal.
Copyright 1992 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Scientific American

The best of what the Aboriginals have let outsiders know about their ecological and shamanic practices, origin myths and kinship rituals, social and spiritual practices. The illustrations are spectacular, more
than 150 color and duotone illustrations include some of the earliest photographs of Aboriginal people, shown here for the first time.
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Paperback 

$35.00 

Australian aboriginal people have lived in harmony with the earth for perhaps as long as 100,000 years; in their
words, since the First Day. In this absorbing work, Lawlor explores the essence of their culture as a source of and
guide to transforming our own world view. While not romanticizing the past or suggesting a return to the life of the
hunter/gatherer, Voices of the First Day enables us to enter into the mentality of the oldest continuous culture on
earth and gain insight into our own relationship with the earth and to each other.

This book offers an opportunity to suspend our values, prejudices, and Eurocentrism and step into the Dreaming toRead more
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 If you are a human, please read this book
Reviewed in the United States on November 6, 2019
Verified Purchase

8 people found this helpful

Report abuse

Wine Guy

I honestly can’t recommend this book enough and it’s hard to put into words its significance. The
“primitive” (as viewed by the European invaders who committed barbaric acts of genocide against these
jovial natives) Aboriginals are visionaries and Lawlor does an exquisite job of delving into their
extremely deep and complex culture and bringing it to us in these pages. This book provides an in-depth
exploration of Aboriginal culture, beliefs, kinship relations, spirituality, and so much more - the
Dreamtime. The parallels Lawlor draws between their cultural practices and beliefs and how our
Western “civilized” society could benefit from their implementation is too hard to ignore, let alone
disagree with. As he so eloquently writes, “The potential of the Dreamtime is still alive within us, both
physically and psychologically, and holds the promise of an astonishing awareness that stretches
beyond the bounds of our five senses. No objective can be of greater significance for human survival
than the recovery of the Dreaming.” I could not agree more. This is an important, eye-opening/mind-
expanding (and super enjoyable) read that everyone should experience and contemplate. Please read
this book, you won’t regret it!

Helpful

 Great
Reviewed in the United States on August 10, 2021
Verified Purchase

Report abuse

Sarah Mitchell

Simply substitute the modern term quantum physics for Dreamtime and you become aware of what the
Aborigines have always known. With recent acknowledged government ET collaborators, secret space
program insiders, and countless Area 51 whistle blowers coming forward with their revelations about ET
history, the Aboriginal ancestors certainly knew what was going on. The Aboriginal history follows the
narrative of ET activity and our new understanding of Epigenetics, quantum physics and our true nature
as creators and human beings. Robert's book is brilliant!

Helpful

 Reaching deep into the past - depth and understanding for the present.
Reviewed in the United States on November 3, 2013
Verified Purchase

15 people found this helpful

Report abuse

White Crow

I have purchased at least three copies of this book to give as gifts. This latest one given to an ex-pat
from Australia as even the Australians overlook the depth and richness of the Aboriginal heritage. Like
we have done with the American Indian in the US, we trampled on the values, the wisdom and the world
view of the indigenous cultures. This book is so tremendously deep in meaning that I actually
experienced the grief the remnants of indigenous cultures feel for the earth. It is a restoration of
meaning and depth in man's roots - take the time to read it and reach down within yourself to truly
understand how distorted our species has become.

Helpful

 what a book!!!!!
Reviewed in the United States on December 5, 2021
Verified Purchase

Report abuse

Amazon Customer

best authors are not always known enough! this is the case here. If you want a challenging lecture.. read
this one! awesome!!!

Helpful

 Not what I expected
Reviewed in the United States on September 15, 2019
Verified Purchase

One person found this helpful

Report abuse

Wise Old Crow

What I expected was a glossy publication of Aboriginal art works, and beliefs shown in photographs.
Much of this publication is hand drawn.

Helpful

 Great book but overpriced
Reviewed in the United States on December 27, 2021
Verified Purchase

Report abuse

Amazon Customer

Great book , but way overpriced for paperback

Helpful

 liked it enough I wanted it for my book shelf
Reviewed in the United States on August 31, 2016
Verified Purchase

2 people found this helpful

Report abuse

G. Hoover

Those are some strange questions that amazon asked about this book. There really isn't a plot but
myths and research. I's checked this out of the local library, liked it enough I wanted it for my book shelf.

Helpful

 Traces religions to the aborigines
Reviewed in the United States on July 18, 2019
Verified Purchase

One person found this helpful

Report abuse

Margot

Links many later cultures to aboriginal cultures. This is correct anthropology but I prefer a less diluted
book that focuses more directly on the aboriginal cultures.

Helpful
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 Five Stars
Reviewed in the United Kingdom on June 9, 2016
Verified Purchase

Report abuse

Woody

incredible insight into special culture

 The definitive book on Aboriginal Culture
Reviewed in the United Kingdom on December 29, 2013
Verified Purchase

One person found this helpful

Report abuse

Happy Shopper

This is incredible reading. It contains information that ought to be more widely known as the Aborigines
are truly extraordinary people. Highly recommended!

 this book touched my heart deeply
Reviewed in Germany on August 15, 2013
Verified Purchase

Report abuse

C. Voigt

Whatever, I can say this book touched my heart deeply. It came to me from a fellow traveller on a trip
around the world at the time i was staying in a littel cottage at the beach of hawaii. This book found me
and grabbed my heart and engraved its title to my mind so that i never forget. This way i am able to
find and buy this book today, about some 20 years later here at amazon.

This book is one of the very few treasures in written form that help to transform your conscience to a
higher dimensional level by giving some hints on the real possibilities of human mind/body connexion.
By the way, another one is: Autobiography of a yogi by Paramahansa Yogananda. Also a must read!

So people who are soely interested in aboriginal culture may be overwhelmed by the deepness of this
book and may be bewildered by the vast space of potential that is opend up by this book.

So if you are a sceptisist, you meight want to beware, this book is as powerful as real life!!!!!

 voices of the first day
Reviewed in Germany on April 22, 2019
Verified Purchase

Report abuse

Translate review to English

robert mansfield

dieses buch ist ein muss für denjenigen der sich für die ureinwohner interessiert. das buch ist
eingeschweisst. die verpackung fest, und die lieferung prompt

 If you are in anyway inclined to Shamanic traditions, ...
Reviewed in Canada on October 23, 2016
Verified Purchase

Report abuse

Oma

If you are in anyway inclined to Shamanic traditions, this is the book for you. I have read a lot of
material on this subject and this book stands out.
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